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Off-ramp eases Meeanee project traffi c congestion
Traffi c fl ow has been smoother and 
safer at the SH50 Meeanee Road 
Interchange project since the Taradale 
off-ramp was opened on Wednesday 
2 May.

The ramp replaces the northbound free-
turn left that had been at the Meeanee 
Road intersection.

Transit Hawke’s Bay regional manager 
Hilton Netterville says traffi c congestion 
has been relieved even though motorists 
can only travel at 30km an hour. The 
speed limit will rise to 50km once concrete 

side barriers are in place - expected by 
early June.

“Construction will continue on the new 
interchange layout over the next eight 
months but will not impact signifi cantly on 
traffi c at the intersection,” Mr Netterville 
says.

The Meeanee Interchange project is the 
largest in the region and includes an 
overbridge to carry expressway traffi c 
over Meeanee Road. An hourglass 
roundabout is being constructed beneath 
the bridge to slow traffi c along Meeanee 

Road and provide access on to and off 
the northern and southern legs of the 
expressway. Pedestrian and cycle access 
has been incorporated into the design.

The project is on schedule for completion 
in December with the two-lane overbridge 
expected to be ready by Labour weekend. 
The landscaping contract for the western 
side of the interchange project is up for 
tender with planting expected to take 
place during winter. That will result 
in plants being well-rooted by spring, 
therefore needing less maintenance 
during the following months. ■

The sun now permanently shines upon 
the SH50 Meeanee Road Interchange 
following the installation of the ‘sun 
burst’ motif panels that decorate the 
new overbridge.

Transit New Zealand regional manager 
Hilton Netterville says the motif design 
will be repeated along both sides of 
the bridge, and will be visible to people 
travelling down Meeanee Road in 
both directions.

“Seeing these panels go up is a milestone 
in the construction of the overbridge, it’s 
a real reward for the local community who 

Sun to shine everyday at Meeanee Interchange 

what’son ›› may 2007
For information contact Transit training and education manager Stuart Fraser unless 
otherwise specifi ed. Tel (04) 496 6698, email: stuart.fraser@transit.govt.nz

Hihitahi Bluffs project 
wins award
The State Highway 1 Hihitahi Bluffs 
Reconstruction Project has earned the 2007 
New Zealand Planning Institute Project 
Award for Opus International Consultants. 
This complex highway reconstruction 
between Taihape and Waiouru called for 
massive earthworks in diffi cult terrain 
and consultation with a diverse group of 
stakeholders concerned about potential 
impacts on the Hautapu River, quality 
native vegetation, hill landscape and sacred 
Ma-ori sites.

NZPI’s awards committee said, “This excellent 
project addressed a pressing need to create 
a safe road environment in a way that 
respects the environment and the spiritual 
importance of the land. Equally importantly, 
the extensive consultation process fostered 
a real sense of community” ■
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Transit leaps forward on SH2 
Dowse to Petone Upgrade
Transit New Zealand has leaped forward in 
its progress of the Dowse to Petone Upgrade 
Project with the awarding of the main 
construction contract.

Transit Wellington regional manager Graham 
Taylor says the contract, awarded to a 
Fletcher Higgins Joins Venture, means the 
project is a step closer to becoming a reality.

Work on the upgrade, with a construction 
cost in excess of $60 million, is expected 
to begin in August 2007. The entire project, 
funded by the Government through Land 
Transport New Zealand, will take two and a-
half years to complete. ■

Train the Trainers - Refresher Courses for Level 1 Roads 

For Level 1 trainers to conduct refresher training they must attend either a trainers’ refresher course 
or the full course where they will receive updated information. Contact Kimberley Ph 04 496 6688, 
email copttm.quals@transit.govt.nz

Level 1 – STMS Trainers Refresher – (also may be used as a refresher for Level 1 TC Trainers), 
Taupo 23 November 2007

Level 1 – STMS Train the Trainer Course – restricted entry, applicants must be qualifi ed STMS, 
Taupo 27-29 November 2007

Road Safety Engineering Workshop

Owing to demand a second 2007 Road Safety Engineering Workshop will be run in the Auckland 
region. Dates are 24-28 Sep 07. The workshop is designed to train people to carry out Safety Audits 
and Crash Reduction Studies. Registration forms and programme are available on Transit’s website: 
www.transit.govt.nz 

Conference: Transport - The Next 50 years
Sustainability, Intregration, Economic Growth
25-27July 2007, Christchurch Convention Centre, Christchurch. 

The Organising Committee invites you to attend this exciting international conference to discuss and 
listen to new ideas about multi-modal, integrated, sustainable transport directions. This conference 
is about the future - the next 50 years and beyond.

Where are we now?  Where have we come from?  Where are we going?  How do we get there?  
What do ‘multi-modal’ and ‘integration’ really mean?  What does sustainability mean?  What will 
transport systems look like 50 years from now?  Will the future systems provide solutions or just 
more problems?  If solutions, what are they likely to be?

It will be THE conference for everyone associated with the transport sector - road, rail, sea and 
air, - transport policy makers, planners, engineers, thinkers, researchers, academics, technology 
providers, national and local elected representatives, transport operators, airlines, public passenger 
providers and road, rail, sea and air transport users. For more information visit www.transport07.
co.nz or contact Ian Clark: ian.clark@transit.govt.nz phone 04 499 6600

Board appointments
The Minister of Transport Hon Annette King 
has announced two new appointments to 
the Transit Board.

Fran Wilde, a professional company director 
and Greater Wellington Councillor, and Garry 
Moore, Mayor of Christchurch, have been 
appointed to the Board for one-year terms. 
Ms King says the new appointees provide 
excellent governance and leadership skills 
as well as extensive knowledge of the sector. 
Mr Moore has also been appointed to the 
Board of Land Transport New Zealand. ■

Traffi c is fl owing smoothly on Wellington’ s 
SH1 Inner City Bypass following the 
opening of the southbound route on 
March 25.

The $40m project, which has been under 
construction since 2005, was fi rst used 
by traffi c when the northbound route 
opened in late December. The opening of 
the southbound route completes the main 
construction work on the Bypass, and 
enables traffi c to enjoy the major benefi ts 
of the long-awaited project.

“We’re really pleased to see how quickly 
motorists have adapted to the new route,” 
says project manager Jonnette Adams. 
“Feedback has been extremely positive, 
and I’d like to thank the public for their 
patience and cooperation throughout the 
construction of the Bypass.” ■

Inner City Bypass opens
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there and on the Desert Road,” says Mr 
Christiansen. 

“I’m delighted to see it all come together 
after years of preparation. We’ve stayed 
one step ahead of nature and it’s really 
rewarding to see it all go according 
to plan.” 

Mr Christiansen acknowledged the other 
parties involved, in particular Ruapehu 

District Council, the Department of 
Conservation and the Ministry of Civil 
Defence, who oversaw the smooth 
coordination of the overall lahar 
response plan. 

“It’s a marvellous example of how auth-
orities can work together successfully to 
ensure damage is kept to a minimum”. ■

Lahar plan fl ows smoothly
Years of preparation has paid off, with 
all going to plan when the long-awaited 
lahar surged down Mount Ruapehu on 
March 18.

Transit spent several years working with 
local authorities, government organ-
isations and emergency services to plan 
for the hazard, ensuring both motorists 
and infrastructure would be protected 
when the walls of the crater lake burst 
and the lahar came thundering down 
the mountain.

One key measure Transit undertook was 
the strengthening and raising of the road 
bridge on SH49 at Tangiwai to protect 
against this and future lahars. The bridge 
was raised two metres, foundations 
deepened to 28 metres, and extensions 
made to strengthen the existing piers. The 
value of these works was demonstrated 
as the reinforced bridge stood fi rm as 
millions of cubic metres of water, mud and 
debris surged beneath it. 

“The strengthening of the bridge was an 
excellent investment that is worthwhile 
not only for its ability to withstand the 
force of this lahar, but also similar events 
in the future,” says Transit Wanganui 
regional manager Errol Christiansen. 

Transit worked closely with its lahar 
partners to put a system in place to protect 
the safety of motorists. The Department 
of Conservation’s East Ruapehu Lahar 
Alarm Warning System (ERLAWS) was 
closely coordinated with systems installed 
by Transit to ensure highways were closed 
well in advance of a lahar reaching state 
highways and motorists were kept far out 
of harm’s way. 

“We had automatic barrier arms installed 
at the SH49 bridge, as well as warning 
bells, fl ashing lights and signs both 

got behind us so enthusiastically.”

The design, which depicts rays of the 
iconic Hawke’s Bay sunshine, was selected 
by members of the local community 
following a public open day held by Transit 
in September 2004. 

“It was one of a number of options, 
together with designs submitted by the 
community including the Taradale and 
District’s Community Association and 
students of Taradale High School. The 
sunburst design proved extremely popular, 
attracting overwhelming support from the 
public vote,” says Mr Netterville. 

The sun beams down from the motif panels at the SH50 Meeanee Interchange Overbridge. Photo courtesy of Hawke’s Bay Today.

Traffi c eases through the trench structure at 
Wellington’s Inner City Bypass.

“It’s really satisfying to see this important 
intersection brightened up with a design 
that the local community picked out 
themselves.”

Mr Netterville says the use of the motifs 
refl ects Transit’s continued commitment 
to using urban design to contribute to the 
quality of public space. Transit expects 
that the motif design will improve the 
aesthetics of the bridge, and will be an 
easily recognisable refl ection of Hawke’s 
Bay’s climate and environment. ■

The strengthened SH49 road bridge at Tangiwai stands fi rm as onlookers watch the tail end of the lahar surge 
beneath them.

InTransit editor: Anthony Frith, tel: (04) 
496 5479, PO Box 5084, Wellington. Email: 
anthony.frith@transit.govt.nz



Department of Conservation, Auckland 
Regional Council, and the Ornithological 
Society of New Zealand. 

The team developed a plan to construct 
a dotterel-friendly environment at Shoal 
Bay – complete with fi ve new shell banks 
to give the birds the best possible breeding 
environment. Busway construction work 
was carefully programmed to cause 
least disruption to the birds during their 
breeding season. The new area is not just 
protected from construction, but also 
from predators and other dangers.

Most recently, in response to the growing 
number of NZ dotterel pairs coming to 
Shoal Bay to breed, Transit has changed 
some of the landscaping to provide 

additional safe nesting sites alongside 
the Busway.

If nests are found within active areas of 
the construction zone, they are either 
protected or relocated to Auckland Zoo 
for hatching. Once fl edged, the juveniles 
are released back into the wild at known 
dotterel fl ocking sites. 

Now the team’s efforts have come to 
fruition, with the successful hatching of 
not just dotterel chicks, but also Variable 
Oystercatchers and Caspian Terns.

The working group is confi dent that the 
Shoal Bay population of NZ dotterels will 
continue to grow and make a valuable 
contribution to the long-term survival of 
this endangered species. ■
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Sunshines over-bridge 
Transit New Zealand recently marked 
the completion of the SH1 MacKays 
Crossing overbridge project with an 
offi cial opening ceremony at Queen 
Elizabeth Park.

Minister of Transport Hon Annette King 
was there to cut the ribbon, and the United 
States Ambassador, His Excellency William 
McCormick, attended in recognition of the 
area’s history as a US Marine camp during 
World War II.

Transit general manager capital projects 
Colin Crampton said the opening marked 
the conclusion of a successful project, 
which provides great benefi ts to motorists 
travelling along this stretch of State 
Highway 1 north of Wellington.

“The project improves safety and reduces 
congestion. Motorists no longer need 
to stop for trains or negotiate the tricky 
S-bend at the level crossing, reducing 
travelling time through the area,” Mr 
Crampton says.

The population on the North Shore has 
recently increased, with the arrival 
of six fl uffy little bundles of joy. The 
successful hatching of six Northern 
New Zealand Dotterel chicks in the 
2006 - 2007 breeding season marks a 
milestone in Transit’s efforts to protect 
the endangered species. 

Until 2003, the little birds were nesting 
in what was to become the Northern 
Busway construction zone. So Transit 
established the Shore Bird Technical 
Working Group, which would make sure 
someone was looking after the interests 
of these tiny natives while construction 
went ahead.

The group, chaired by ecologist Dave 
Slaven, includes a leading NZ dotterel 
expert and representatives from the 

Highbrook opens up opportunities for Manukau Two more contracts 
to investigate Transmission Gully

Transit New Zealand has awarded two 
further contracts for Stage 1 of the 
investigation and preliminary design 
phase for the proposed Transmission 
Gully Motorway.

Transit Wellington regional manager 
Graham Taylor said the preliminary 
geotechnical assessment contract has 
been awarded to Opus International 
Consultants for $2,434,752.

“The work will involve drilling and other 
geotechnical testing. This will provide a 
preliminary assessment of soil suitability 
for future construction work and 
other important information for better 
understanding the terrain in the area,” 
he said.

Another Stage 1 contract, the cost risk and 
value engineering assessment has been 
awarded to a second team from Opus 
International Consultants for $515,000.

Mr Taylor said that the successful tender 
prices for both contracts were below 
Transit’s estimates.

Stage 1 of the investigation and preliminary 
design work for Transmission Gully has 
been divided into fi ve pieces of work. 
Most of the work is now underway, with 
the fi nal contract expected to be awarded 
in June 2007.

The contracts will be carried out in 
tandem, and once completed will be used 
together to develop a clearer picture of 
the risks and cost of the project. ■

Construction of the 2.9km project started 
in 2004. Contractors Fulton Hogan, 
working under Transit’s fi rst design and 
construct contract (where the contractor 
is also responsible for the detailed 
design) in the Wellington region, faced 
many challenges.

“These included a faultline through the 
middle of the project site and persistent, 
unseasonably wet weather last year,” says 
Mr Crampton.

Mr Crampton says in addition to the 115m-
wide, four lane overbridge, the project also 
realigned the road at ‘Sang Sue’ corner, 1 
kilometre south of the overbridge, and 
constructing new accesses to Queen 
Elizabeth Park and Whareroa Farm. The 
project has been designed to allow for 
a future connection to the proposed 
Transmission Gully Motorway or double 
tracking of the railway line. ■

Hon Annette King cuts the ribbon with guests at the MacKays Crossing opening.

Archaeologists working on behalf of 
Transit New Zealand are continuing to 
build up a detailed picture of Taranaki 
history as the SH3 Bell Block Bypass 
project proceeds.

A signifi cant part of the project which 
began last January – the earthworks for 
the full diamond interchange at Henwood 
Road – is now complete. The soil in this 
area can now be left to settle for a year 
before bridge-building starts, regional 
project manager Chris Jordan says.

Construction work has proceeded in 
tandem with archaeological investigations. 
The contractor, under direction from the 
archaeologist, carefully removes the dark 
topsoil to expose the orange Taranaki 
ash subsoil then leaves the site free for 
archaeological study. 

“After each site is studied, recorded, 
photographed and any artefacts 
removed, the contractor can continue 
with earthworks. This has been a 
prime opportunity to record the Ma-ori 
occupation of the area before the 
European settlers turned it into farmland,” 
Mr Jordan says.

On the hill across a small gully from the 
previous major archaeological fi nd at 
Oropuriri, evidence of a village has been 

More Taranaki history revealed

found. The double line of post holes shown 
in the photograph clearly indicates where 
the outer fence of the village once lay.

Prior to the start of construction, the 
Historic Places Trust, archaeologists 
and local iwi carried out extensive 
archaeological work south of the area 
presently being worked on at Oropuriri. 
Recovered artefacts are stored at Auck-
land University and Transit is working with 
the local community on ways to effectively 
display this history.

The SH3 Bell Block Bypass project will 
improve road safety and traffi c fl ows and 
is due to be completed around December 
2009. It will separate through traffi c from 
the fast developing Bell Block development 
and includes widening of the highway up 
Mangaone Hill to four lanes.

The project is on schedule and, despite 
work only starting in January, the good 
weather of the summer season has 
allowed the vital ground preparation 
for the full diamond interchange to be 
completed within this season.

“We have had a good start to a project 
that has strong community support and 
interest,” Mr Jordan says. ■

Caspian tern chick.

Dotty about dotterels

A bird in the hand… a Northern New Zealand 
Dotterel chick rescued from a manhole at the 
construction site.

Transit chief executive Rick van 
Barneveld and Manukau Mayor Sir 
Barry Curtis offi cially opened one of 
Manukau’s biggest transport projects 
on April 17 - the new Highbrook 
Drive and Highbrook Drive motorway 
interchange.

The $74m project is a collaboration 
between the Manukau City Council and 
Transit. The new roading link opens direct 
access to an area of major business 
growth and a new park featuring one of 
Auckland’s oldest volcanic craters.

The transport improvements create a 
direct link from the Southern Motorway 
to East Tamaki, a key economic and 
employment hub for Manukau City. The 
improvements are also a crucial element 
of the new Highbrook Business Park, 

where up to 12,000 people are expected 
to be employed.

Construction of the new interchange 
is part of the East Tamaki Connection 
project, which will see a big leap forward 
for roading in the area. The interchange 
includes both north and southbound 
on and off-ramps and a bridge across 
the motorway.

The extra lanes and improved interchanges 
will add capacity to the motorway to lessen 
congestion and accommodate the 30,000 
vehicles which are expected to use the 
new links daily.

Transit chief executive Rick van Barneveld 
said the project highlighted the benefi ts of 
working together. “This is a great example 
of collaboration between agencies achiev-

ing a transport solution that opens the 
doors for growth and provides a more 
effi cient roading network”. ■

The double line of post holes indicates the outer fence 
of the Ma-ori village uncovered during archaeological 
investigations at the Bell Block Bypass project.

Successful earthworks season for ALPURT B2
The 2006/2007 earthworks season has 
been massive for Transit New Zealand’s 
SH1 Northern Motorway Extension 
project with more than 1.3 million cubic 
metres of material moved since October 
last year.

The earthworks season usually fi nishes by 
30 April to protect the environment from 
run-off and erosion in winter. However, 
in recognition of superior environmental 
management practices and ongoing 
good weather, the Auckland Regional 
Council has extended its approval to carry 
out earthworks.

Work began in early 2005 on the 7.5 
kilometres SH1 Northern Motorway Exten-
sion (ALPURT B2) with an expected 
completion date of mid-2009.

“The extension project is now well past the 
halfway point and on track for a possible 
early completion,” Auckland regional 
manager Peter Spies says.

The motorway extension will run between 
Orewa and Puhoi, giving motorists a 
quicker and safer route between Auckland 
and Northland. It will also ease traffi c 
congestion through Orewa. 

The Orewa Interchange, clearly visible 
from the end of the motorway, is essent-
ially fi nished with the remaining work 
focusing on edge barrier construction, Mr 
Spies says.

Smooth progress is being made in the 
Johnstone’s Hill twin tunnels which, once 
completed in 2008, will be New Zealand’s 
most sophisticated with jet fan ventilation 
and fi re suppression sprinklers fed by an 
800,000-litre water tank. 

The southbound tunnel has been 
excavated to its full profi le and install-
ation of the waterproof membrane is 
underway. The fi rst pour for the permanent 
concrete lining took place in early May. 
In the northbound tunnel, excavation 

of the side benches is more than 25 per 
cent complete.

Pier construction for the Waiwera Viaduct 
is 90 per cent complete, more than 120 out 
of the 360 segments have been cast and 
the fi rst two spans are almost complete. 
Precision engineering is the key for the 
viaduct which is, in fact, two structures, 
both designed to carry two lanes of traffi c 
in either direction.

Further south in the Nukumea Valley, all 
of the piers for the Nukumea Eco-viaduct 
have been constructed and four out of 
fi ve crosshead beams are now in place.

The Northern Gateway Alliance is 
responsible for project managing, 
designing and constructing the motorway 
and comprises Fulton Hogan, Leighton 
Contractors, URS New Zealand, Tonkin & 
Taylor, Boffa Miskell and Transit. ■

The completed MacKays Crossing overbridge.

Cutting the ribbon at Highbrook, left to right: Haare 
Williams, Kaumatua, Noel Robinson, Chairman 
Highbrook Development, Sir Barry Curtis, Mayor of 
Manukau City, Rick van Barneveld, Chief Executive 
of Transit New Zealand, Leigh Auton, CEO Manukau 
City Council, Gwen Bull, former Chair Auckland 
Regional Council.

The Wakatipu community is 
being asked for input on the draft 
Wakatipu Transportation Strategy.

This is part of the Wakatipu Transport-
ation Study, a joint initiative involving 
Transit, Queenstown Lakes District 
Council, and the Otago Regional 
Council.

The study looks at creating a trans-
portation strategy with a primary 
focus on the passenger transport 
network, including bus and ferry 
options and supporting priority 
bus lanes.

The draft strategy is available from 
the Transit, Council, and ORC offi ces 
and on their websites. Submissions 
close 1 June.

Wakatipu Transportation 
Study consultation



Department of Conservation, Auckland 
Regional Council, and the Ornithological 
Society of New Zealand. 

The team developed a plan to construct 
a dotterel-friendly environment at Shoal 
Bay – complete with fi ve new shell banks 
to give the birds the best possible breeding 
environment. Busway construction work 
was carefully programmed to cause 
least disruption to the birds during their 
breeding season. The new area is not just 
protected from construction, but also 
from predators and other dangers.

Most recently, in response to the growing 
number of NZ dotterel pairs coming to 
Shoal Bay to breed, Transit has changed 
some of the landscaping to provide 

additional safe nesting sites alongside 
the Busway.

If nests are found within active areas of 
the construction zone, they are either 
protected or relocated to Auckland Zoo 
for hatching. Once fl edged, the juveniles 
are released back into the wild at known 
dotterel fl ocking sites. 

Now the team’s efforts have come to 
fruition, with the successful hatching of 
not just dotterel chicks, but also Variable 
Oystercatchers and Caspian Terns.

The working group is confi dent that the 
Shoal Bay population of NZ dotterels will 
continue to grow and make a valuable 
contribution to the long-term survival of 
this endangered species. ■
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Sunshines over-bridge 
Transit New Zealand recently marked 
the completion of the SH1 MacKays 
Crossing overbridge project with an 
offi cial opening ceremony at Queen 
Elizabeth Park.

Minister of Transport Hon Annette King 
was there to cut the ribbon, and the United 
States Ambassador, His Excellency William 
McCormick, attended in recognition of the 
area’s history as a US Marine camp during 
World War II.

Transit general manager capital projects 
Colin Crampton said the opening marked 
the conclusion of a successful project, 
which provides great benefi ts to motorists 
travelling along this stretch of State 
Highway 1 north of Wellington.

“The project improves safety and reduces 
congestion. Motorists no longer need 
to stop for trains or negotiate the tricky 
S-bend at the level crossing, reducing 
travelling time through the area,” Mr 
Crampton says.

The population on the North Shore has 
recently increased, with the arrival 
of six fl uffy little bundles of joy. The 
successful hatching of six Northern 
New Zealand Dotterel chicks in the 
2006 - 2007 breeding season marks a 
milestone in Transit’s efforts to protect 
the endangered species. 

Until 2003, the little birds were nesting 
in what was to become the Northern 
Busway construction zone. So Transit 
established the Shore Bird Technical 
Working Group, which would make sure 
someone was looking after the interests 
of these tiny natives while construction 
went ahead.

The group, chaired by ecologist Dave 
Slaven, includes a leading NZ dotterel 
expert and representatives from the 

Highbrook opens up opportunities for Manukau Two more contracts 
to investigate Transmission Gully

Transit New Zealand has awarded two 
further contracts for Stage 1 of the 
investigation and preliminary design 
phase for the proposed Transmission 
Gully Motorway.

Transit Wellington regional manager 
Graham Taylor said the preliminary 
geotechnical assessment contract has 
been awarded to Opus International 
Consultants for $2,434,752.

“The work will involve drilling and other 
geotechnical testing. This will provide a 
preliminary assessment of soil suitability 
for future construction work and 
other important information for better 
understanding the terrain in the area,” 
he said.

Another Stage 1 contract, the cost risk and 
value engineering assessment has been 
awarded to a second team from Opus 
International Consultants for $515,000.

Mr Taylor said that the successful tender 
prices for both contracts were below 
Transit’s estimates.

Stage 1 of the investigation and preliminary 
design work for Transmission Gully has 
been divided into fi ve pieces of work. 
Most of the work is now underway, with 
the fi nal contract expected to be awarded 
in June 2007.

The contracts will be carried out in 
tandem, and once completed will be used 
together to develop a clearer picture of 
the risks and cost of the project. ■

Construction of the 2.9km project started 
in 2004. Contractors Fulton Hogan, 
working under Transit’s fi rst design and 
construct contract (where the contractor 
is also responsible for the detailed 
design) in the Wellington region, faced 
many challenges.

“These included a faultline through the 
middle of the project site and persistent, 
unseasonably wet weather last year,” says 
Mr Crampton.

Mr Crampton says in addition to the 115m-
wide, four lane overbridge, the project also 
realigned the road at ‘Sang Sue’ corner, 1 
kilometre south of the overbridge, and 
constructing new accesses to Queen 
Elizabeth Park and Whareroa Farm. The 
project has been designed to allow for 
a future connection to the proposed 
Transmission Gully Motorway or double 
tracking of the railway line. ■

Hon Annette King cuts the ribbon with guests at the MacKays Crossing opening.

Archaeologists working on behalf of 
Transit New Zealand are continuing to 
build up a detailed picture of Taranaki 
history as the SH3 Bell Block Bypass 
project proceeds.

A signifi cant part of the project which 
began last January – the earthworks for 
the full diamond interchange at Henwood 
Road – is now complete. The soil in this 
area can now be left to settle for a year 
before bridge-building starts, regional 
project manager Chris Jordan says.

Construction work has proceeded in 
tandem with archaeological investigations. 
The contractor, under direction from the 
archaeologist, carefully removes the dark 
topsoil to expose the orange Taranaki 
ash subsoil then leaves the site free for 
archaeological study. 

“After each site is studied, recorded, 
photographed and any artefacts 
removed, the contractor can continue 
with earthworks. This has been a 
prime opportunity to record the Ma-ori 
occupation of the area before the 
European settlers turned it into farmland,” 
Mr Jordan says.

On the hill across a small gully from the 
previous major archaeological fi nd at 
Oropuriri, evidence of a village has been 

More Taranaki history revealed

found. The double line of post holes shown 
in the photograph clearly indicates where 
the outer fence of the village once lay.

Prior to the start of construction, the 
Historic Places Trust, archaeologists 
and local iwi carried out extensive 
archaeological work south of the area 
presently being worked on at Oropuriri. 
Recovered artefacts are stored at Auck-
land University and Transit is working with 
the local community on ways to effectively 
display this history.

The SH3 Bell Block Bypass project will 
improve road safety and traffi c fl ows and 
is due to be completed around December 
2009. It will separate through traffi c from 
the fast developing Bell Block development 
and includes widening of the highway up 
Mangaone Hill to four lanes.

The project is on schedule and, despite 
work only starting in January, the good 
weather of the summer season has 
allowed the vital ground preparation 
for the full diamond interchange to be 
completed within this season.

“We have had a good start to a project 
that has strong community support and 
interest,” Mr Jordan says. ■

Caspian tern chick.

Dotty about dotterels

A bird in the hand… a Northern New Zealand 
Dotterel chick rescued from a manhole at the 
construction site.

Transit chief executive Rick van 
Barneveld and Manukau Mayor Sir 
Barry Curtis offi cially opened one of 
Manukau’s biggest transport projects 
on April 17 - the new Highbrook 
Drive and Highbrook Drive motorway 
interchange.

The $74m project is a collaboration 
between the Manukau City Council and 
Transit. The new roading link opens direct 
access to an area of major business 
growth and a new park featuring one of 
Auckland’s oldest volcanic craters.

The transport improvements create a 
direct link from the Southern Motorway 
to East Tamaki, a key economic and 
employment hub for Manukau City. The 
improvements are also a crucial element 
of the new Highbrook Business Park, 

where up to 12,000 people are expected 
to be employed.

Construction of the new interchange 
is part of the East Tamaki Connection 
project, which will see a big leap forward 
for roading in the area. The interchange 
includes both north and southbound 
on and off-ramps and a bridge across 
the motorway.

The extra lanes and improved interchanges 
will add capacity to the motorway to lessen 
congestion and accommodate the 30,000 
vehicles which are expected to use the 
new links daily.

Transit chief executive Rick van Barneveld 
said the project highlighted the benefi ts of 
working together. “This is a great example 
of collaboration between agencies achiev-

ing a transport solution that opens the 
doors for growth and provides a more 
effi cient roading network”. ■

The double line of post holes indicates the outer fence 
of the Ma-ori village uncovered during archaeological 
investigations at the Bell Block Bypass project.

Successful earthworks season for ALPURT B2
The 2006/2007 earthworks season has 
been massive for Transit New Zealand’s 
SH1 Northern Motorway Extension 
project with more than 1.3 million cubic 
metres of material moved since October 
last year.

The earthworks season usually fi nishes by 
30 April to protect the environment from 
run-off and erosion in winter. However, 
in recognition of superior environmental 
management practices and ongoing 
good weather, the Auckland Regional 
Council has extended its approval to carry 
out earthworks.

Work began in early 2005 on the 7.5 
kilometres SH1 Northern Motorway Exten-
sion (ALPURT B2) with an expected 
completion date of mid-2009.

“The extension project is now well past the 
halfway point and on track for a possible 
early completion,” Auckland regional 
manager Peter Spies says.

The motorway extension will run between 
Orewa and Puhoi, giving motorists a 
quicker and safer route between Auckland 
and Northland. It will also ease traffi c 
congestion through Orewa. 

The Orewa Interchange, clearly visible 
from the end of the motorway, is essent-
ially fi nished with the remaining work 
focusing on edge barrier construction, Mr 
Spies says.

Smooth progress is being made in the 
Johnstone’s Hill twin tunnels which, once 
completed in 2008, will be New Zealand’s 
most sophisticated with jet fan ventilation 
and fi re suppression sprinklers fed by an 
800,000-litre water tank. 

The southbound tunnel has been 
excavated to its full profi le and install-
ation of the waterproof membrane is 
underway. The fi rst pour for the permanent 
concrete lining took place in early May. 
In the northbound tunnel, excavation 

of the side benches is more than 25 per 
cent complete.

Pier construction for the Waiwera Viaduct 
is 90 per cent complete, more than 120 out 
of the 360 segments have been cast and 
the fi rst two spans are almost complete. 
Precision engineering is the key for the 
viaduct which is, in fact, two structures, 
both designed to carry two lanes of traffi c 
in either direction.

Further south in the Nukumea Valley, all 
of the piers for the Nukumea Eco-viaduct 
have been constructed and four out of 
fi ve crosshead beams are now in place.

The Northern Gateway Alliance is 
responsible for project managing, 
designing and constructing the motorway 
and comprises Fulton Hogan, Leighton 
Contractors, URS New Zealand, Tonkin & 
Taylor, Boffa Miskell and Transit. ■

The completed MacKays Crossing overbridge.

Cutting the ribbon at Highbrook, left to right: Haare 
Williams, Kaumatua, Noel Robinson, Chairman 
Highbrook Development, Sir Barry Curtis, Mayor of 
Manukau City, Rick van Barneveld, Chief Executive 
of Transit New Zealand, Leigh Auton, CEO Manukau 
City Council, Gwen Bull, former Chair Auckland 
Regional Council.

The Wakatipu community is 
being asked for input on the draft 
Wakatipu Transportation Strategy.

This is part of the Wakatipu Transport-
ation Study, a joint initiative involving 
Transit, Queenstown Lakes District 
Council, and the Otago Regional 
Council.

The study looks at creating a trans-
portation strategy with a primary 
focus on the passenger transport 
network, including bus and ferry 
options and supporting priority 
bus lanes.

The draft strategy is available from 
the Transit, Council, and ORC offi ces 
and on their websites. Submissions 
close 1 June.

Wakatipu Transportation 
Study consultation
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Off-ramp eases Meeanee project traffi c congestion
Traffi c fl ow has been smoother and 
safer at the SH50 Meeanee Road 
Interchange project since the Taradale 
off-ramp was opened on Wednesday 
2 May.

The ramp replaces the northbound free-
turn left that had been at the Meeanee 
Road intersection.

Transit Hawke’s Bay regional manager 
Hilton Netterville says traffi c congestion 
has been relieved even though motorists 
can only travel at 30km an hour. The 
speed limit will rise to 50km once concrete 

side barriers are in place - expected by 
early June.

“Construction will continue on the new 
interchange layout over the next eight 
months but will not impact signifi cantly on 
traffi c at the intersection,” Mr Netterville 
says.

The Meeanee Interchange project is the 
largest in the region and includes an 
overbridge to carry expressway traffi c 
over Meeanee Road. An hourglass 
roundabout is being constructed beneath 
the bridge to slow traffi c along Meeanee 

Road and provide access on to and off 
the northern and southern legs of the 
expressway. Pedestrian and cycle access 
has been incorporated into the design.

The project is on schedule for completion 
in December with the two-lane overbridge 
expected to be ready by Labour weekend. 
The landscaping contract for the western 
side of the interchange project is up for 
tender with planting expected to take 
place during winter. That will result 
in plants being well-rooted by spring, 
therefore needing less maintenance 
during the following months. ■

The sun now permanently shines upon 
the SH50 Meeanee Road Interchange 
following the installation of the ‘sun 
burst’ motif panels that decorate the 
new overbridge.

Transit New Zealand regional manager 
Hilton Netterville says the motif design 
will be repeated along both sides of 
the bridge, and will be visible to people 
travelling down Meeanee Road in 
both directions.

“Seeing these panels go up is a milestone 
in the construction of the overbridge, it’s 
a real reward for the local community who 

Sun to shine everyday at Meeanee Interchange 

what’son ›› may 2007
For information contact Transit training and education manager Stuart Fraser unless 
otherwise specifi ed. Tel (04) 496 6698, email: stuart.fraser@transit.govt.nz

Hihitahi Bluffs project 
wins award
The State Highway 1 Hihitahi Bluffs 
Reconstruction Project has earned the 2007 
New Zealand Planning Institute Project 
Award for Opus International Consultants. 
This complex highway reconstruction 
between Taihape and Waiouru called for 
massive earthworks in diffi cult terrain 
and consultation with a diverse group of 
stakeholders concerned about potential 
impacts on the Hautapu River, quality 
native vegetation, hill landscape and sacred 
Ma-ori sites.

NZPI’s awards committee said, “This excellent 
project addressed a pressing need to create 
a safe road environment in a way that 
respects the environment and the spiritual 
importance of the land. Equally importantly, 
the extensive consultation process fostered 
a real sense of community” ■
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Transit leaps forward on SH2 
Dowse to Petone Upgrade
Transit New Zealand has leaped forward in 
its progress of the Dowse to Petone Upgrade 
Project with the awarding of the main 
construction contract.

Transit Wellington regional manager Graham 
Taylor says the contract, awarded to a 
Fletcher Higgins Joins Venture, means the 
project is a step closer to becoming a reality.

Work on the upgrade, with a construction 
cost in excess of $60 million, is expected 
to begin in August 2007. The entire project, 
funded by the Government through Land 
Transport New Zealand, will take two and a-
half years to complete. ■

Train the Trainers - Refresher Courses for Level 1 Roads 

For Level 1 trainers to conduct refresher training they must attend either a trainers’ refresher course 
or the full course where they will receive updated information. Contact Kimberley Ph 04 496 6688, 
email copttm.quals@transit.govt.nz

Level 1 – STMS Trainers Refresher – (also may be used as a refresher for Level 1 TC Trainers), 
Taupo 23 November 2007

Level 1 – STMS Train the Trainer Course – restricted entry, applicants must be qualifi ed STMS, 
Taupo 27-29 November 2007

Road Safety Engineering Workshop

Owing to demand a second 2007 Road Safety Engineering Workshop will be run in the Auckland 
region. Dates are 24-28 Sep 07. The workshop is designed to train people to carry out Safety Audits 
and Crash Reduction Studies. Registration forms and programme are available on Transit’s website: 
www.transit.govt.nz 

Conference: Transport - The Next 50 years
Sustainability, Intregration, Economic Growth
25-27July 2007, Christchurch Convention Centre, Christchurch. 

The Organising Committee invites you to attend this exciting international conference to discuss and 
listen to new ideas about multi-modal, integrated, sustainable transport directions. This conference 
is about the future - the next 50 years and beyond.

Where are we now?  Where have we come from?  Where are we going?  How do we get there?  
What do ‘multi-modal’ and ‘integration’ really mean?  What does sustainability mean?  What will 
transport systems look like 50 years from now?  Will the future systems provide solutions or just 
more problems?  If solutions, what are they likely to be?

It will be THE conference for everyone associated with the transport sector - road, rail, sea and 
air, - transport policy makers, planners, engineers, thinkers, researchers, academics, technology 
providers, national and local elected representatives, transport operators, airlines, public passenger 
providers and road, rail, sea and air transport users. For more information visit www.transport07.
co.nz or contact Ian Clark: ian.clark@transit.govt.nz phone 04 499 6600

Board appointments
The Minister of Transport Hon Annette King 
has announced two new appointments to 
the Transit Board.

Fran Wilde, a professional company director 
and Greater Wellington Councillor, and Garry 
Moore, Mayor of Christchurch, have been 
appointed to the Board for one-year terms. 
Ms King says the new appointees provide 
excellent governance and leadership skills 
as well as extensive knowledge of the sector. 
Mr Moore has also been appointed to the 
Board of Land Transport New Zealand. ■

Traffi c is fl owing smoothly on Wellington’ s 
SH1 Inner City Bypass following the 
opening of the southbound route on 
March 25.

The $40m project, which has been under 
construction since 2005, was fi rst used 
by traffi c when the northbound route 
opened in late December. The opening of 
the southbound route completes the main 
construction work on the Bypass, and 
enables traffi c to enjoy the major benefi ts 
of the long-awaited project.

“We’re really pleased to see how quickly 
motorists have adapted to the new route,” 
says project manager Jonnette Adams. 
“Feedback has been extremely positive, 
and I’d like to thank the public for their 
patience and cooperation throughout the 
construction of the Bypass.” ■

Inner City Bypass opens
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there and on the Desert Road,” says Mr 
Christiansen. 

“I’m delighted to see it all come together 
after years of preparation. We’ve stayed 
one step ahead of nature and it’s really 
rewarding to see it all go according 
to plan.” 

Mr Christiansen acknowledged the other 
parties involved, in particular Ruapehu 

District Council, the Department of 
Conservation and the Ministry of Civil 
Defence, who oversaw the smooth 
coordination of the overall lahar 
response plan. 

“It’s a marvellous example of how auth-
orities can work together successfully to 
ensure damage is kept to a minimum”. ■

Lahar plan fl ows smoothly
Years of preparation has paid off, with 
all going to plan when the long-awaited 
lahar surged down Mount Ruapehu on 
March 18.

Transit spent several years working with 
local authorities, government organ-
isations and emergency services to plan 
for the hazard, ensuring both motorists 
and infrastructure would be protected 
when the walls of the crater lake burst 
and the lahar came thundering down 
the mountain.

One key measure Transit undertook was 
the strengthening and raising of the road 
bridge on SH49 at Tangiwai to protect 
against this and future lahars. The bridge 
was raised two metres, foundations 
deepened to 28 metres, and extensions 
made to strengthen the existing piers. The 
value of these works was demonstrated 
as the reinforced bridge stood fi rm as 
millions of cubic metres of water, mud and 
debris surged beneath it. 

“The strengthening of the bridge was an 
excellent investment that is worthwhile 
not only for its ability to withstand the 
force of this lahar, but also similar events 
in the future,” says Transit Wanganui 
regional manager Errol Christiansen. 

Transit worked closely with its lahar 
partners to put a system in place to protect 
the safety of motorists. The Department 
of Conservation’s East Ruapehu Lahar 
Alarm Warning System (ERLAWS) was 
closely coordinated with systems installed 
by Transit to ensure highways were closed 
well in advance of a lahar reaching state 
highways and motorists were kept far out 
of harm’s way. 

“We had automatic barrier arms installed 
at the SH49 bridge, as well as warning 
bells, fl ashing lights and signs both 

got behind us so enthusiastically.”

The design, which depicts rays of the 
iconic Hawke’s Bay sunshine, was selected 
by members of the local community 
following a public open day held by Transit 
in September 2004. 

“It was one of a number of options, 
together with designs submitted by the 
community including the Taradale and 
District’s Community Association and 
students of Taradale High School. The 
sunburst design proved extremely popular, 
attracting overwhelming support from the 
public vote,” says Mr Netterville. 

The sun beams down from the motif panels at the SH50 Meeanee Interchange Overbridge. Photo courtesy of Hawke’s Bay Today.

Traffi c eases through the trench structure at 
Wellington’s Inner City Bypass.

“It’s really satisfying to see this important 
intersection brightened up with a design 
that the local community picked out 
themselves.”

Mr Netterville says the use of the motifs 
refl ects Transit’s continued commitment 
to using urban design to contribute to the 
quality of public space. Transit expects 
that the motif design will improve the 
aesthetics of the bridge, and will be an 
easily recognisable refl ection of Hawke’s 
Bay’s climate and environment. ■

The strengthened SH49 road bridge at Tangiwai stands fi rm as onlookers watch the tail end of the lahar surge 
beneath them.

InTransit editor: Anthony Frith, tel: (04) 
496 5479, PO Box 5084, Wellington. Email: 
anthony.frith@transit.govt.nz


